Need for certainty and interest in genetic testing.
The relation among need for certainty, type of information presented about a genetic test, and level of interest in predictive genetic testing was examined. Participants were randomly assigned to receive 1 of 2 descriptions of the test. The only difference between the descriptions was that one included a paragraph that emphasized the cancer risk remaining for those who test negative for gene mutations. As predicted, a significant interaction between need for certainty and type of information presented was observed. Whereas women high in need for certainty were more interested in genetic testing when provided with the standard description and less interested when provided with the more complete one, women low in need for certainty showed the opposite pattern. The results suggest that interest in genetic testing is determined by the correspondence between an individual's personal goals and her perception of the kind of information provided by the test.